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Introduction

One of the eternal themes of theological knowledge is the theme of love, its divine
origin and implementation in man. Despite the fact that love was the subject of study from
the earliest ages to the present time, the origin of love in the person and its clear definition is
not set. In this sense, the relevance of the New Testament's words "this is a great mystery"
(Eph 5: 31-32) remains unchanged. Love is a mystery, the mystery of God. The genesis of
Love in the person is a secret action of divine grace. The comprehension of this mystery
requires the reverential attitude that a person can get closer to the feeling of its genesis. The
mystery of love in some way accessible to the human mind, enlightened by the grace of the
Holy Spirit. Therefore, the Holy Fathers help us acquire the love as the highest Christian
virtue and say about the mystery of human language's words by using of allegories, similes,
epithets, and other techniques that contribute to the reader's dive into the meaning and spirit
of the text.

The relevance of the research in Russia can be traced from the two standpoints.

1. From the standpoint of the spiritual and moral crisis of modern Russian society in
which Love became more primitive;

2. From the standpoint of logic, theology, personality development and theology of

love.

1. From the standpoint of spiritual and moral crisis of the modern Russian society
Modern Russian society, which is driven by individualistic values, is experiencing a

spiritual and moral crisis and the understanding of love became more primitive.! Therefore,

1 See e.g. Pavenkov, O. V.& Rubtcova, M. P. (2016) Value orientations to the inclusive education teachers in
Russia: results of a pilot study. Dilemas Contemporaneos-Educacion Politica y Valores Volume: 4 Issue: 1
Pages: 13; Rubtcova, Mariia & Vasilieva, Elena (2015). Managing Human Capital: How Public Servants
Support the Governance's Performance Conception in Russia. Proceedings of 2015 International Conference
on Public Administration, pp. 237-247; Pavenkov, O., Pavenkov, V.& Rubtcova, M. (2014). The altruistic
behavior: characteristic of future teachers of inclusive education in Russia. International Conference Psiworld
2014 - 5th Edition 187: 10-15 DOI: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.03.003; Pavenkov O., Shmelev I., Rubtcova M.
Coping behavior of orthodox religious students in Russia. Journal for the Study of Religions and Ideologies.
2016. V. 15. Issue 44. P. 205-224.
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there is a need for the development of a rich spiritual experience, presented in the IV-V
centuries' patristics. It is possible to go out of this crisis, associated with the loss of the
original meaning of love, on the basis of the nomination of the ideal of the supreme value of
love and its implementation in the life of the individual. A man ceases to be a human being

and becomes "nothing" without love.

2. From the standpoint of logic, theology, personality development and theology of love

Along with the general cultural necessity, relevance to the treatment of the theme of
love is caused by the failure of the theoretical analysis of its theological and anthropological
side. The logic of personality theology gives rise to the urgent need for an anthropological
study of humanity. Therefore the theoretical and practical study of the need for a Christian
place of love in the human being is enhanced.

A promising area of this research is to study the papers of the Fathers, where love is
discussed in the anthropological sense as the timeless and fundamental essential human
quality that is Patristics of the IV-V centuries. It has developed a system of theological
categories than substantially affected not only the culture of the church but also on the entire
course of the development of European culture. Appeal to this topic is relevant for both the
history of theology and the development of modern moral knowledge.

Designed by the holy Latin Fathers of the IV-V centuries approach to the
anthropological aspects of Love lets to find new qualities, come closer to understanding the
meaning of Love and outline the prospects for its further philosophical and anthropological
research. The value of the theoretical heritage of the holy Latin Fathers remains relevant to
Russia today, as the experience of previous periods can help to better understanding of the
modern man and to identify ways of cultural development.

Thus, the study of the teachings of Love in the Latin patristics of the IV-V c. is
essential for the decision of spiritual and moral problems of the modern Russian society and

for the development of the theology of personality.

Study Periods
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The lack of common time frames patristic era obliges to start every call to this period
and its associated events to determine the boundaries. The authors have been chosen "golden
age" of Latin patristics (IV-V cc.), as the works of this period had a significant influence on
the development of Russian Orthodox theology. In the IV-V centuries anthropological
perspective was in the centre of intellectual debate. During this period of patristic theology,
the doctrine of love has been widely developed. In addition, this choice of chronological
framework of the study is caused by the necessity to present theological thoughts of the Holy

Latin Fathers in the general context of the patristic theology.

The review

The Love’s theme is a subject of an interest among the Russian thinkers of different
directions. One of the first papers that used by the Russians is the dialogue "the Symposium"
by Plato. The concept of Love by Plato in the Symposium can be understood as the pursuit
of the knowledge of beauty itself, the good, the absolute good, an ideal, immortality and the
integrity of human nature. In ancient philosophy, a love described as a link between
individuals, both spiritual and carnal. Love, as a common bond between persons, gets us
closer to the knowledge of true beauty itself. In the Russian opinion, the Holy Fathers using

the term «€pw¢» (eros)? can show the indirect Neoplatonists semantic influence, that means

? Basilius Caesariensis Theol. Epistulae, 3 vols. Paris: Les Belles Lettres, 1:1957; 2:1961; 3:1966: 1:3-219;
Epistle 64, section 1; Basilius Caesariensis Theol., Homiliae super Psalmos//Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol.
29 — Paris, 1858-1866 - P. 317; Danielou J. Platonisme et theologie mystique. Essai sur la doctrine spirituelle
de saint Gregoire de Nysse. Paris, 1944. - P. 18-24; Gregorius Nyssenus Theol. In Canticum canticorum
(homiliae 15)//Gregorii Nysseni opera, vol. 6. Leiden: Brill, 1960. - P. 44; Gregorius Nyssenus Theol. Dialogus
de anima et resurrectione//Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol. 46 — Paris, 1858-1866. - P. 46.; Gregorius
Nyssenus Theol. De vita Mosis. Cerf, 1968. - Chapter 2, sec.230; Gregorius Nyssenus Theol., In sanctum
Ephraim//Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol. 46 — Paris, 1858-1866. - P. 837.; Gregorius Nazianzenus Theol.,
Epistulae. Paris: Les Belles Lettres, 2 vols. 1:1964; 2:1967. - Epistle 228, section 3.; Gregorius Nazianzenus
Theol., Carmina de se ipso//Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol. 37 — Paris, 1858-1866 - P. 1449.; Joannes
Chrysostomus Scr. Eccl., In Acta apostolorum (homiliae 1-55)// Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol. 60 — Paris,
1858-1866. — P. 286; Joannes Chrysostomus Scr. Eccl. Adversus oppugnatores vitae monasticae (lib. 1-3)//
Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol. 47 — Paris, 1858-1866. — P. 333; Joannes Chrysostomus Scr. Eccl., De
paenitentia (homiliae 1-9)// Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol. 49 — Paris, 1858-1866. - P. 291 line 38
Joannes Chrysostomus Scr. Eccl., De mutatione nominum (homiliae 1-4). //Patrologia Graeca/P.Migne — Vol.
51 — Paris, 1858-1866. - P. 114 line 35. KXXXXXXX X. OO XX, XXX XXXXIXIXXN.
BN BOXXDIXIXXIXIXIX OOEOOEOII, 1887, K. 358; XXX K. M. KXXXXMXXN KIXXIXXXIXIX
KOO X MO X KX XXX XDDDDDAAN X XXX/ /. XVIT XXIKIXIXIXXY XXX
BIXIXIXIXIXN] BDE: RN, XX T, ]XIX. 66
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that the immortal soul, driven by Eros, is a mystical contemplation of the Absolute, "beautiful
in itself, clear, clean, unalloyed, not burdened with human flesh, colors and every other
mortal nonsense ... divinely beautiful ... in all its uniformity."® In his article "Platonism in
the Russian culture", R.V. Svetlov underlines the importance of Plato in the Russian cultural
context. "In a sense, his teachings for the first time shows the cultural horizons of those who
seem to us habitual and habitable. "Platonic love", "Philosophy of the Eternal," etc. -.. It all
sounds the first time in Plato's texts ... Platonism - is the world that can be presented as a
model and as a problem for our understanding of existence. However, - R.V.Svetlov notes -
in some of its fundamental units, he can not be reduced to the Christian view of the world
(or to the fact that domestic philosophers understood by the Christian worldview). The
perception (space) at home ... extremely consistent and profound understanding
transcendentalism beginnings, the ability to accept and justify almost any tradition - that
some of these settings. "* However, this Platonic influence of the Holy Fathers is merely
semantic, but not semantic in nature. In general, the separation of love in the form of being
inherited from ancient philosophy acquired in the Latin patristic conditional. Platonic Eros,
as, for example, Aristotle’s friendship has nothing to do with the Christian sacrificial love.
As a rule, the Russian authors do not analyse the antique and philosophical doctrine
of love in their connection with Latin patristics, because it looks like not compatible with the
patristic tradition. A deep thinker and a specialist in ancient philosophy Orthodox monk
Andronikos (A.F. Losev) in the work "Essays on Ancient Symbolism and Mythology," proves

that "reconcile them (these two traditions) is impossible without the suicide, and they have
to kill each other, each other anathematize." Then he explains his idea: "All these cultural

types completely individual, original, completed internally and with each other are

3 Plato.Symposium, ed. J. Burnet, Platonis opera, vol. 2. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1901 (repr. 1967): St IIL
P. 137.

4 CeetsioB P. B. «Pycckuil IlnaToH». [lnaToHH3M B pycckod Ky/bType// Il1aToH: pro et contra
[lnaToHUYecKas TpaAULIUSA B OLleHKe PYCCKUX MbICAUTeNEN U uccaegoBaTesnei. CI16: u31aTebCTBO
PXT'A, 2001. - C. 16.

5> JloceB A.®. OuepKku aHTUYHOTO CUMBOJIM3Ma U MUGPOJIOTHH. - M., 1993, - C.865.
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completely incompatible. They can be grouped logically, dialectically. However, as types of
the dispensation of life as a social unit, they can only anathematize and shoot each other. "6

Ancient philosophy, from the standpoint of orthodox morality preaches adherence
to sinful passions associated with erotic love, which is necessary to carry carnal passion, lust
in its diverse varieties: fornication, sexual attraction to members of the same sex
(homosexuality), etc. In Aristophanes' speech in Plato's "Symposium" these sins are described
in the myth of the androgyne Ramkahen: "Men, representing one of the parts before being
bisexual ... ... hungry for women, and fornicators mostly belong to this breed, and women
are susceptible to the origin of such men and slutty." 7 Living in sin and passion leads to the
fact that the line between the extremes of "love" and "not-love" is erased. Thus, the doctrine
of love in ancient philosophy can not be treated as if it acted as the foundation of the patristic
teachings about love.

Love is a subject of interest of many Western and Russian scholars XX-XXI centuries.
The author of the fundamental work "The definition of love: the philosophical, theological
and scientific cooperation” Thomas Oord provides an explanation as to why he includes in
its definition of God's love®. The source of love can only be God. Christianity is the religion
of love. Love is the fullness, the totality of spiritual perfection. It reveals the love in the man
himself, in the depths of his heart, which is the depth of the inner world. This idea was
developed in the modern researchers of love, believing that one of the main achievements of

religion consists in the fact that love dwells in the heart as the ultimate reality’.

10

In addition to Western science "agape,” *~ concepts use a variety of synonymous

n . n n .. non n n . . "
terms, "compassionate love", "unconditional love," "mercy," "love without boundaries.

¢ JloceB A.®. OYepKky aHTUYHOTO CUMBOJIM3Ma U MUPOJIOTHH. - M., 1993, - C.893-894.

7 Plato. Symposium, ed. J. Burnet, Platonis opera, vol. 2. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1901 (repr. 1967): St IIL.
P. 118.

8 CM.: Oord, T. ]J. Defining Love: A Philosophical, Scientific, and Theological Engagement. Michigan: Brazos
Press, 2010, - p.175

? CM.: Jacob Neusner, Bruce Chilton. Altruism in world religions. Washington DC: Georgetown in University
Press, 2005; Thomas Jay Oord. Science of Love: the wisdom of well-being. West Conshohocen, PA: Templeton
Foundation press, 2004, - p.453.

19 «The names for the concept varied and overlapped with other concepts and names. “Agape,” “altruistic love,”
“compassionate love,” “unconditional love,” “compassion,” and “unlimited love” have all been used.», - Lynn

G.Underwood noticed. [Underwood, Lynn G. Perspectives from researches//The love that does justice.
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Lynn Underwood gives the following definition of altruistic love: "altruistic love - a love that

focuses on the good of others, selfless, sacrificial love." 1

There are many areas, positions and views on love. This is a common theological,
historical, theological, historical and philosophical works, which along with other issues
considered and the doctrine of love in the patristic era, or certain aspects of it. These are
works of Samuylov V'2.,, Skurat K.E.", prot. John (Meyendorff) '* arhim.Kiprian (Kern) >,
Popov L.V'¢, Fokin'” A.R, Pelikan J.'%, Lossky V."”

The Russians prefer to show that the Western tradition has provided us with a sample
of rationalistic understanding of love. For instance, this idea sounds too rationalistic for the
Russian readers: "Love helps us to understand when and how to save and use rationality, even
in the most severe circumstances, by increasing self-understanding of our predilections,
prejudices and" white spots "and to establish an objective view of our strengths and

weaknesses." 2° Tapped modern Western science, the social meaning of love "demonstrate as

political, economic, organisational development, social and international relations can be

Spiritual activism in dialogue with social science, edited by Michael A. Edwards & Stephen G. Post. Cleveland:

Unlimited love press, 2008, p.126] CM.: also: Underwood, Lynn G., The Human Experience of Compassionate

Love: Conceptual Mapping and Data from Selected Studies//Altruism and Altruistic Love: Science, Philosophy,

and Religion in Dialogue, Oxford University Press, 2002; Underwood, Lynn G., “Interviews with Trappist

Monks as a Contribution to Research Methodology in the Investigation of Compassionate Love. Forthcoming,

Journal for the Theory of Social Behavior. 35:3 (September, 2005)

"""Underwood, Lynn G. Perspectives from researches//The love that does justice. Spiritual activism in dialogue

with social science, edited by Michael A. Edwards & Stephen G. Post. Cleveland: Unlimited love press, 2008,
126

?2 DO (. RXIXIXIXIXX) XXX (XX DB KXXXXIX (353—-430). KKK, 1890.

13 IIXXIXIXIX) K. K. XXX (X KIXXIXX (XX XXX (1 — V KIXIXIX) . KXKKIXX, 2006.

MK, KKK, XXX K. KRN KKKIKRXXIXN. KKK XXX X RXXXXKIKIXXXN

BOXXIX: XXX (X XXX, 3. XXX, DXIXIXIX], 2001 — 336 X,

1> BN (RIXIXIX) , (XXX, XKIKIKIIKIXIXIXIN. IXIXIIK-IXIXN, 1996

16 XXX . ., XXX, (XXX (XX XXX (K. 2, 3. KRN KX 11 — TV KXY, KKK KX, 2004

17 RXRIXY. K. K. KRR KRR, K 1. K., 2005.

'8 Pelikan J. The Christan Tradition. A History of the Development of Doctrine. Vol. 1. Chicago, London,

1971

19 MK, KK KRN KK, KRN K RKXKRN: KX, KK, — X.:

XXX, 2000. -628 X, KIXIXIXIXIXIX 0., KIXIXIXX BN DDA KXY, K. 1991

2 The love that does justice. Spiritual activism in dialogue with social science, edited by Michael A. Edwards &

Stephen G. Post. Cleveland: Unlimited love press, 2008, - p.8
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1

transformed into radical excellent form of rationality"*', motivating the case of sacrificial

love. Rationality of love to be implemented in the social structures and subsystems, the

operation of which is essential for the existence of all successful societies.** This examination

of love through the prism of rationality® is a distinctive feature of the Western doctrine of

love. The Russians have deliberately distanced themselves from the Western view of love due
to its dry rationalistic and speculative and prefer to be based on the patristic heritage, which
addressed domestic theologians and philosophers.

In the fundamental work by Losev "History of ancient aesthetics" a little attention is
given to the doctrine of Augustine of love, which establishes a link between caritative and
triadological doctrine*. A similar paucity in this respect, there is a large paper by G.G.
Mayorov "Formation of Medieval Philosophy: Latin patristic"®, in which only a few pages

devoted to the Augustinian doctrine of love. Theology Augustine can be seen by work of
domestic researchers I.V Popov * , K. Skvortsov?”’,A.P. Vereschatsky®, Placidus (Desaix)?,

G. Zyablitsev** and others.

2 Ibid

22[MIX.: op sit. «This, I think, is what Martin Luther King meant when he wrote about the “love that does justice,”
signifying the deliberate -cultivation of mutually-reinforcing cycles of personal and systemic change.», -think
Michael A. Edwards. [The love that does justice. Spiritual activism in dialogue with social science, edited by
Michael A. Edwards & Stephen G. Post. Cleveland: Unlimited love press, 2008, - p.167]

% [llectos, JI. Ha Becax MoBa (CTpaHcTBus o ayuram) / JI. lllectoB // CounHenusi: B 2 T. - M., 1993. -
T. 2.; lllectos, JI. Kupkerapz 1 sk3ucTeHuua bHas ¢usocodus. [1ac Bonuroero B myctbiHe / Jl.
lllectoB. — M., 1992;. lllectoB JI. Penurnosnas ¢unocodus Bia. CosnoBbeBa // YMo3peHue U
oTKpoBeHue. [lapwx, 1964.;

24 JloceB A. @. UcTopust aHTUYHOM 3cTeTUKU: UTOrM ThicsiuesieTHEro passuTus. M., 1992. Ku. 1.
JloceB A.®., Jlmu"octb U A6Gcostor. M.: Mbicab, 1999. - 719 c. JloceB A.®., 3poc y IliraToHna /
®unocodusa. Mudosorus. Kynerypa. M.: [lonutusaat, 1991. C. 188-208.

» Maiiopos I'. I'. ®opMupoBaHue cpefHeBeKoBoi ¢unocoduu: JlaTuHckas natpuctuka. M., 1979.
MatiopoB I'. I'. ABrycTuH u rpedeckas pusocodus // Matiopos I'. I'. DopMupoBaHHe cpeJHEBEKOBOU
¢unocodpuu. M., 1979. C. 192-210

% Tlomo Y. B. JIuuHOCTB ¥ yueHue 6aaxkenHoro Asrycruna. Y. 1-2. Clloc., 2005

¥ CkBopuoB K. BaaxeHHbl ABrycTUH Kak mcuxosior // Tpyabl KueBckoit JlyxoBHOM AKaJeMHH.
1870. Ne 4. C. 154-200; Ne 5. C. 324-354; Ne 6. 681-713; Ne 8. C. 328-372; Ne 9. C. 641-696.

2 Bepemarckuii II. IIOTUH ¥ ABryCTMH B WX OTHOIIEHWH K TPUHUTApHOH mnpob6seme //
[IpaBocsaBHBIM cobecefHUK, 7-8 (1911). C. 171-197; 9 (1911). C. 305-328 (nepeusn.: ABI'YCTHH: pro
et contra. CII6., 2002. C. 193-231)

» Tlnakup ([lesedt), apxuM. BiaxkenHbiit ABrycTuH u «®@unnokse» // BP3EII. 1982, Ne 109-112. C.
206-223.

3 3g6saunes I'., quak. BorocioBue 6/1akeHHOT0 ABTyCTHHA M aHTHYHasA usnocodus //

llepkoBb 1 BpeMs. 1991. Ne 1. C. 65-76.
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Theology Ambrose analysed in the writings of Adam II (svt.Amvrosy Milan) and AR
Fokina (Ambrose). Teachings of St. Jerome devoted monographs and articles by AR Fokin.
A different perspective on the love evident in Russian religious philosophy, namely, in the
writings of N.O. Lossky, V.S. Soloviev, P.A. Florensky, S.L. Frank, N.A. Berdyaev, I.A. Ilyin,
B.P. Vysheslavtsev, A.F. Losev and others®'. The theme of love in the Christian context, is
seen in the works of modern Russian researchers S.S. Averintsev?, S.S. Khoruzhiy®, R.V.
Svetlov*’, V.V. Bychkov®. Especially Russian researchers are interested in love as a moral
principle in ethics®

Theological analysis of the phenomenon of love carried out in a number of domestic
theses, which are the closest to our subject as follows. In the domestic theology of the late
XIX century, wrote a number of theological works on the subject. For example, D.
Tikhomirov in his master's thesis "St. Gregory of Nyssa, as a moralist. Ethical and historical
research "¥ (1886) carries out a detailed and thorough analysis of the moral teaching of St.
Gregory of Nyssa, in particular, the teachings of the love of God. The protected range of
modern theology master's theses on patristic IV-V centuries. P.E. Mihalitsyn revealed the
image of Jesus Christ to the Divine in Grigoriya PhD thesis "The image of Our Lord Jesus
Christ in St. tragedy. Gregory the Theologian, "Suffering Christ» ( «Xplotdg ndoxwv»). AA
Ashmarin outlined the main theological views prep. Marka ascetics in the PhD thesis

"Venerable Mark the Ascetic Theology." A. Gorayko defended at the St. Petersburg

31 See e.g. Pavenkov O., Rubtcova M. Love as a concept in the religious philosophy of Pavel Florensky. Anales
del Seminario de Historia de la Filosofia. 2016. V. 33. Issue 1. P. 163-180; KXXXXXIXIX K. X, KXIXXXIXXX KXXXXXX
XXX (X XXX IXXIXXIXEAXIN: XX XXX KXXIXEIXXXIX X KXIXXIXIX XXXIXIXIXXIXY] KXXXXIXIXN.
XXX ... KKK KIXKKIXXIXX KXIXIX : 09.00.13 / KKXXXXX. KKK, KIX-X XK. XK. KKK, KXXXX-
XXX, 2013

32 ABepuHieB C.C. [loaTvka paHHEBU3aHTUNCKO# inTepaTyphl. MockBa, "Hayka", 1977.

3% Xopyxué C. luntux 6e3MoJiBUS. ACKETHYECKOE YYeHHEe O 4eJioBeKe B GOroCJIOBCKOM U
dunocodpckoM ocBemeHuu. M., 1991

34 Ceetuios, P.B. UckyccTBo s068u: OT dpunocodun no texuuku / P.B. CBetsios. - CI16., 2002. - 357
C.s

3 BeiukoB B.B. Wean 068K XpUcTHaHO-BU3aHTHIHCKOr0 Mupa / ®uocodpus 068U, B 2-x 4. Y. 1
/ Mlox o6, pex. J. I1. F'opckoro. — M.,1990. — C. 68-110

3 Cm. Hamp.: AnpecsiH P.T. OT «apy6bl» U IIOOBU» — K «MOpPaJIH»: 06 OJHOM CIOJKETE B UCTOPHUH
ujel // 3tndyeckas Mmeicab / [log pen. A. A. I'ycefiHoBa. — M.: U®PAH, 2000; AnpecsH P.I. CioBa
JMI06BU: £pws, Ala, &ydann//Punocodus KyapTypsl 8(56), 2012

% TuxomupoB [l. cBT. I'puropuii Hucckuii kak MOpaJUCT. ITHKO-UCTOPHUYECKOE HCCJIE/JOBaHHE.
MoruseB—Ha—/lHemnpe, 1886 — 340 c.
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Theological Academy dissertation on the theme "The Church in the social life of Antioch
and Constantinople from the works of St. Chrysostom svt. loanna" which opened
ecclesiology svt. loanna Chrysostom.

However, special studies directly devoted to the disclosure of the love of the Latin
patristic teachings in IV - V centuries. In Russia, it has not yet been carried out. This is a task

for future research.
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